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Dear parents/carers

I hope you enjoyed a wonderful Christmas surrounded by friends and
family, and I would like to wish you all a very happy New Year.
 
Unfortunately, the college has had a couple of early finishes due to the
weather and the impact on travel. We sincerely apologise for any
inconvenience this may have caused. Our dedicated site team have been
working incredibly hard and continue to work to ensure the site is safe for
everyone. Thank you for your understanding and continued support as it is
never an easy decision to stay open or to shut. The students have been
exceptional this week with all the changes, and I am very proud of each
and every one of them. 
 
As we begin this half term, we look forward to lighter mornings, longer days,
and the opportunities they bring. This is an essential period for all our
children, regardless of year group, to ensure their learning remains
effective, productive, and focused on enhancing progress. In our lessons,
we will continue delivering a broad, balanced, and diverse curriculum that
develops our students into global Catholic citizens. 
 
This January marks the beginning of the Year of Hope Jubilee in Catholic
schools across the country, including within our own Blessed Thomas Holford
family. This is a special time in the Catholic Church to reflect on and
embrace the gift of hope in our lives. Throughout the year, we will celebrate
this Jubilee with a range of activities, charity events, prayers, and
reflections, beginning with dedicated Jubilee workshops in the coming
weeks. 
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We are also delighted to share that last term we heard that our Progress 8 score was
+0.23. Progress 8 is the academic progress that pupils make from the end of key
stage 2 to the end of key stage 4. This is based on 8 qualifications. The banding for
BTHCC is ‘above average’ because the score is greater than 0 but lower than 0.5,
and the entire confidence interval is above 0. This achievement reflects the
collective effort of our staff, who consistently promote the importance of good
attendance, the support of our parents/carers, and, most importantly, our children,
who feel safe, happy, and motivated to attend and learn at BTHCC. Congratulations
to all our students!

The new year also offers an opportunity for a fresh start. Form Tutors and Heads of
Year will be reinforcing our high expectations around behaviour, uniform,
attendance, and punctuality to ensure our BTH Way and standards remain
consistently high. It will be fantastic to see our staff continuing to reward students who
meet these expectations. Our rewards system includes prize auctions, one centrals,
‘skip the queue’ passes, and other incentives that recognise students who exemplify
our BTH Way to be kind, work hard and develop your whole self. Well done to all our
children for their continued efforts. Again, this term we have many exciting
opportunities at lunch time to encourage new hobbies and interests. Please do
encourage your child to get involved and try something new this term.

It is with great sadness that I end this week’s newsletter with the very sad news of the
passing of Mr John Shuttleworth who has been a governor at BTHCC for many years.
Last year before he became ill, he stepped up as Chair of Governors and supported
the college in a time of substantial change and development. John was a great
ambassador for BTH as he loved the college family dearly. His own sons attended,
and his much-loved grandson is a student in Yr 13. John only ever wanted the best for
the students at BTH and every decision he made was firmly rooted in his strong
Catholic faith and commitment to our family. He will be deeply missed, and we send
all our love and prayers to Liz and his family. 

Eternal rest grant unto John, O Lord,
and let Your perpetual light shine upon him.
May his soul and the souls of all the faithful departed rest in peace.
Amen.

As always thank you for your continued support for BTHCC!

 
Mrs C S Hogg 
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Meet Mrs Hadfield 
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We need you!!!

We're hosting a Careers Fair on Friday March 14th 2025 for all BTH
students in our Sports Hall.

We are seeking a range of organisations to promote careers within their
sectors and possible pathways to employment or further education.

If you could help support us and would like more info please email
Careers@bthcc.org.uk or l.hussain@bthcc.org



10th January 2025
Advent Service

10th January 2025

Enrichment Lunch Clubs 

Year 10/11/12 Year 7/8/9/13

12.30pm-1.00pm LUNCH
Enrichment(Lunch 12.45pm-
Year 7 Only)

1.00pm-1.30pm Enrichment Lunch

Enrichment – Your Path to Excellence and Success!

At Blessed Thomas Holford School, enrichment activities are more than optional
extras—they are a vital part of our mission to shape students into confident,
capable, and successful individuals. Our bespoke enrichment programme is

crafted specifically for our college community, ensuring every student has the
opportunity to leave with more than just outstanding examination results. These

experiences empower our students to stand out from the crowd, equipping
them with invaluable life skills that open doors to future success.

Our extensive enrichment offerings are available during lunchtimes for all
students, with additional sessions held before and after college in specific

subject areas. These activities are designed to inspire students to explore new
interests, broaden their knowledge, and develop essential skills while forming

lasting friendships. Whether trying something new, deepening an
understanding of the world, or gaining practical experience, every enrichment
opportunity at Blessed Thomas Holford Catholic College enhances a student's

personal and academic growth.

These unique experiences give our students a competitive edge when
preparing personal statements, college applications, apprenticeship

submissions, or job applications, ensuring they are fully equipped for the
challenges and opportunities of life beyond college.
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Enrichment Lunch Clubs 

https://www.bthcc.org.uk/page/?title=Enrichment&pid=292
https://www.bthcc.org.uk/page/?title=Enrichment&pid=292


The Design Thinking Toolbox explains the
most important tools and methods to put
Design Thinking into action. Based on the
largest international survey on the use of
design thinking, the most popular methods
are described in four pages each by an
expert from the global Design Thinking
community.
This book is recommended for students who
are interested in engineering, science and
maths. It’s an interesting read that will give
you some exciting new methods to help with
your projects.
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OUR BTH
INVENTOR 

Niya 7CA
A drawing robot

This robot can draw and
print what you draw. It

can also scan your
picture.

Some people like to
design things, but they
are unable to do so as

they do not have hands. 

This robot draws what
you tell it to.

It can draw buildings!

OUR 
BTH

INVENTOR
Isla 7AW

The hair washer

Shampoo,
conditioner,
massage, 

hair wash……
It does it all!
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January 27ᵗʰ HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL
DAY.

For a Better Future is the theme for Holocaust Memorial Day 2025.
27th January marks the anniversary of the liberation of Auschwitz-Birkenau, the largest Nazi

camp. Every year the Holocaust Memorial Day takes place and encourages remembrance

in a world scarred by prejudice.  We remember the 6 million Jews murdered during the

Holocaust and the many whose lives were changed forever.

January 29ᵗʰ CHINESE NEW YEAR.
The year of the Snake.

In Chinese tradition, each year is represented by one of 12 zodiac animals: The rat, ox, tiger, rabbit,

dragon, snake, horse, ram (or goat), monkey, rooster, dog and pig. In 2025 Chinese New Year

begins on January 29th, this marks the change from Year of the Dragon to Year of the Snake.

Lunar New Year is a celebration of the arrival of spring and the beginning of a new year on the

lunisolar calendar. It is the most important holiday in China, and it is also widely celebrated in South

Korea, Vietnam, and countries with a significant overseas Chinese population.
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https://datainspiration.digdata.online/e3t/Ctc/LZ+113/d2mlhP04/VVs9WL7jX-qrN5kk51zcdZrvW7zr5cm5qwrF4N3JhCGn3lYMRW7lCdLW6lZ3mwW7yzgxc8c0qc6W3kPr931hYRRYW3zJyBc81-4n9W4_LdRm5qFPkzW55G-RD7JpXmhW4bkpQG35D9BKN2tBfSzwnz2-W44qWn44WNrJxW2FRQl51xzpcqW3KpLwd6vJF3WW3BSCV47HT2cSW52r55V29bM31W52RzLX8-MGL-VL0nmK948s43W854QHM5QgWGvW53kNbm23DSlkN3ktr-Tjxy10W29W8kL5SMDB9W1ZBZ4g7RHW9DW4YLf1b1BdLz3W5NTd6X160JYGW4RgqwQ70HdNZW28y91T7nkKh9W7zh73y5LJqVBf7_vVbM04
https://datainspiration.digdata.online/e3t/Ctc/LZ+113/d2mlhP04/VVs9WL7jX-qrN5kk51zcdZrvW7zr5cm5qwrF4N3JhCG-3lYMRW8wLKSR6lZ3kFVZ-2rR4sNySZW4q1-ZY1HNkgjW4c5g5H73qSQPW3hjxdh2PBNM2N6dhPjwdHXX4VHCjDf8LvPP6W38Z7Ps7qsG62W4fvQf12YqtR1W8TY2x94NXjrXW3qxjTL6r1pnJW1kdfx98304s7W2ml0q243t8NPN25YfBhyNjpNW4lppwb5cgGQPW8yCLf-54kWc8W7byS-r2w-91fVrxPQ23GpYNfW14Dzg96lJbbvW6pqsnM8MBbsVW173tL1278xjxN2r6Hwn6yjVpW4mKYtX3KvnMqW1dhZMf7LfjVdW1FKB6x81bQqGW89B7_x4f9rqnW4PwSxb5fxcDFW49FCCM4kpCx2W3D5v-c6P52-Pf1MPgHC04
https://datainspiration.digdata.online/e3t/Ctc/LZ+113/d2mlhP04/VVs9WL7jX-qrN5kk51zcdZrvW7zr5cm5qwrF4N3JhCGn3lYMRW7lCdLW6lZ3msW7kH_x53P-Z7tN7ldkgKDzzWbW8_HL7-4-lrxYW8FcVRT2y-Bw5W5NTT-P2HkM-yW3WTSNR2zCGt7W7BcfPw4494BcW6y5ljh3yL0WDN7Tf8BvY-lMvW2x-frn9ldJC0W4J8n1b6G9dBgW2zZL036bkGmTW69M7Gk5DxDZgW4Vq3tk8XZWRHW4vNLd818pkWhN5ZQGHpSMGXXW557GB55THGf3N6HqjWPC2SrQW5vpqTy5KJ2SLW1rjjfk3w3p8xN4zYB6hsmrLbW88Bgc51m21qZW87WZb121pXJyVBf36x8JhrWKf2s0DwP04
https://datainspiration.digdata.online/e3t/Ctc/LZ+113/d2mlhP04/VVs9WL7jX-qrN5kk51zcdZrvW7zr5cm5qwrF4N3JhCGH3lYMRW7Y8-PT6lZ3mPN4CqpNTpTH8dW43FXhm7lQs5JW498drL22m4rgW4vj0HT7HP6rkW2NrPpS7qnfs0N2z498_g-vMvW2FCjKg4GrPylW61sNh-2TR4C7W4ptVvf2XgmwKN46jLv1WQm6LN2YfVLySrZXXW7CZG0v6HqbrvW2KPMq35dqPFbW8VYwLl7ZsfV0W70sqSv7qLwYmW26NZFK73S8XfW70QZkQ3DYnZsW5YKKTL470wdnW5-VVS0341J8PW7BMVYm2Vhg4lW7z7vnn77MbtTW4t6Fp63P7N29W871Rdv1Pj489W1q_Xdm6DXk_RW2HRbjl7lm9HNV3JrMC1qRRdmd-ZQsx04


Year 7

Year 8

Year 9

Year 10

Year 11

Year 12

Year 13 Year 13 are carrying on with their NEA

projects.

Year 7 have been translating binary to

denary.

Year 9 have been looking at the computer

misuse act and why it is in place.

Year 10 have been looking at data types in

python and hardware/software.

Year 8 have started the computing crimes

database module.

Year 11 have been looking at the digital divide

and computing laws.

Year 12 have begun their databases module.

In the news
Apple faces calls to withdraw its AI news
summary feature after it generated false
claims, including inaccurate BBC headlines.
Critics, including journalism bodies, argue it
risks spreading misinformation and
undermining trust in news. Apple plans
updates to clarify the summaries are AI-
generated but insists the feature is
optional and in beta. Critics say this
response is insufficient, urging its removal
to prevent further errors.

More on the BBC News Website

Hello!

Computer
Science
Newsletter
Byte into the Future – One Week at a Time!

Welcome to the Computer
Science department’s newsletter!
In every issue we will keep you
up to date with everything going
on in Computer Science at
BTHCC as well as things you can
watch/listen/read and see that
are all brimming with technology!

Book of the
Week

Cloud engineers design, manage, and
maintain cloud-based systems and

services.

what to watch
WarGames (1983) - This classic film

follows a young hacker who
accidentally triggers a nuclear war
scenario by hacking into a military
supercomputer. It raises awareness
about the dangers of technology and
the importance of cybersecurity. 

weekly
"Virtualization": The

creation of virtual versions
of hardware, storage, or
networks to run multiple
systems on one physical

machine.

What is the name of the
infamous computer bug that
caused global concern as the
year changed from 1999 to

2000?
Last weeks answer: Margaret Hamilton

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c791ng0zvl3o


Welcome to the Business Studies department newsletter! Here you will be able to find out about what
the students are learning in Business Studies at BTHCC, as well as updates of what is going on in the

business world.

Career of the week

Business in the news

wHAT ARE WE STUDYING IN BUSINESS Studies?

What to watch

Key Terms introduced in business

Year 11

Year 13

Year 12

Year 10

Job Title: Senior Forensic Accountant
Salary: £100,

Job Responsibilities:
Conduct background research on the
economy, businesses and individuals

Perform forensic research to trace funds
and identify assets for recovery

Attend court where required to give expert
testimony

TikTok will appear before the US Supreme Court on
Friday in a last-ditch effort to overturn a ban, in a case
testing the limits of national security and free speech.
The popular social media platform is challenging a law
passed last year ordering the firm to be split from its

Chinese owner or be blocked from the US by 19 January.

Bankrupt Billionaire tells the
extraordinary story of Sean
Quinn, believed to be the

world’s single biggest loser in
the 2008 financial crash.
Quinn went from being a

school dropout to one of the
world’s richest men, worth a

reported €6 billion, to nothing.

Title: Bankrupt Billionaire
Where: Amazon Prime

Year 13 have been looking at the use of digital technology within a business.

Year 11 have been looking at calculating average rate of return and assessing
business performance.

Year 10 have been looking at cash flow and different sources of finance for a
business.

Year 12 have been looking at the marketing mix, starting with product, price, place
and promotion.

Cash Flow: The money coming in and going out of the
business.

Average Rate of Return: Calculates the average return
that a business receives on an investment over the

investment's life span as a percentage of the initial cost of
the investment. 

Product Portfolio: The range of products or brands
provided by a business

Digital Technology: The electronic technology which uses
binary numbers to store, generate and process data

BUSINESS STUDIES
NEWSLETTER



 

Anyone in Year 8 or above who wishes to receive the 

Sacrament of Confirmation can enrol with local parishes 
Anyone who attended

St Joseph’s, Sale
Holy Family, Sale Moor

Primary Schools
Email to enrol 

info@sjhf.co.uk 
Confirmation Date 

Friday 9th May 2025 
Programme Starts in February 

2025 

Anyone who attended
All Saints, St Margaret Ward or
Our Lady’s of Lourdes Primary

Schools
Email to enrol 

our3parishes@gmail.com 
Confirmation Date 

Wednesday 14th May 2025 
Programme Starts in 

February 2025 


