FRIDAY 15TH DECEMBER
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8th December 2023
Dear Parents and Carers,

I am writing to inform you of some proposed changes to the structure of the college day here at BTHCC. They are:

8:55am Students to be on site

9am —9:25am Together for Good with Form Tutor
9:25am —10:20am Lesson 1

10:20am —11:35am Lesson 2

Students will be given a 15-minute break before or
after this lesson

11:35am — 12:30pm tesson3

12:30pm _ 1:30pm Luncn 101 all students

Enrichment activities will be timetable

Year groups will have access to the canteen at
different times to prevent long queues

1:30pm — 2:25pm f-essuni‘;
2:25pm — 3:20pm tesson S
3:20pm End-of SchootBay-for-alt-Year-Groups

Should the changes be approved, they will come into force from September 2024.

This increase will ensure that we are working towards meeting the Department of Education’s new minimum
expectation of a 32.5-hour school week.

We believe that these changes will be beneficial to the BTHCC community and will have a positive effect on your
child’s education.

The information in this letter has also been sent to the local authority, the diocese, local schools, public transport,
staff, parishes, and governors. We will work together so that there is minimal disruption.

| appreciate that these changes may affect you in terms of childcare or working arrangements, and you may have

questions related to your child’s education. For this reason, | would like to invite you to please share any feedback
that you have by sending it to structureofday@bthcc.org

We will release the results of the consultation by 23rd January 2024 and will share the outcome in our college
newsletter.
Yours sincerely,

-_,_ Nege ] {J:
Mrs CS Hogg
Urban Road Altrincham Cheshire WA15 8HT
Tel: 0161 768 6030 E-mail: blessedthomas.admin@trafford.gov.uk Web: www.bthcc.org.uk
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MOIIDAY Advent Appeal

Week 3: Joy
(18th-22nd Dec): Christmas treats (e.g.
selection boxes, tins of chocolates, biscuits)

WECDNESDAY; Room 54 at 8.30am

ll | y Christmas Dinner Day

Year 10, 11, 12 and 13
School Mass

BTHCC Talent Show -
Year 7,8,9

Pupils will wear non

LL“""”"" uniform/Christmas Jumper Day

Break up for College Mass - 8.15am G3
Christmas holidays
. Year 7, 8, 9 School Mass
- Approx. finish
time is 12.30pm BTHCC Talent Show -
Year?,10& 11




Advent Service

Our Family Advent Service on Monday night was
beautiful. The church was full of our BTHCC families
& it was a joyful celebration of our talented
students. The orchestrq, singers, dancers, actors &
readers were so professional. What a great night of
celebration, prayer & community!
Thank you for joining us and we hope you left
feeling festive.




~ Mary on the Manile

On Friday the 8th December it was the Feast of the
Immaculate Conception.

The Feast of the Immaculate conception celebrates the day
that Mary was conceived without original sin so that she
could be the Mother of Jesus. Mary accepted the role of the
mother of Jesus without questioning or doubting Gods will.

So with this in mind, Mary tasked the students to celebrate
someone they saw as the person who cares for them and
who they know they can trust. This could have been a
member of their family or someone they are close to. They
were to tell the person how special they were to them, give
them a hug, make them a cup of fea or something they
know will make them feel special.




Bus Expectations

Due to recent incidents happening on the bus services we
want to remind students of our ‘Bus Expectations’

Our contribution to Catholic Social Teaching and the Common
Good is something we are very proud of at Blessed Thomas Holford.
We hold extremely high expectations of student’s behaviour when
travelling to and from school, representing the BTH family and
showing dignity to all. To do this, students must follow our high
expectations at all fimes. The safety and comfort of everyone on
the bus depends on a standard of behaviour and consideration for
others that is expected in the classroom.

More specifically, students must be sure to:




Careers

At Blessed Thomas Holford we recognise the
Importance of high quality careers education
and guidance in motivating and inspiring young
people and helping them to make informed
choices about their future pathways and
careers. We understand that careers education
and guidance is an integral strand of a young
person’s education and is crucial in raising
aspirations, and helping pupils emerge from
school more fully rounded and ready for the
world of work. Young people want and need to
be well-informed when making subject and
career decisions.



Careers

So we are asking our parents, carers, families and
friends to see if you can support us in the following
careers opportunities;

e Careers Day (2nd February)

e Apprenticeship week (5th - 11th February)

e Careers week - Employer talks for subject areas
(4th - 9th March)

e Work Experience for a group of pupils (25-50

pupils)

If you can please fill in the google form below and we
will get back to you
https://forms.gle/xXGdGURmMzGpjnfRyJ8
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Blessed Thomas
Holford Catholic College

For more information
please email :
Careers@bthce.org.uk OR
MrGoldrick@bthce.org.uk



https://forms.gle/xGdGURmzGpjnfRyJ8

é )
Personal Development Poster

Competition

Winning Entries
Thank you for all the amazing
entries for our Personal
Development Poster Competition.
The standard was so high we could
not decide on an overall winner.

Therefore, we have 2 winning
posters.

Well done to Martha, Olivia, Sam
and Eleanor from 7OR and Poppy,
Darcey and Jack from 7TL




Sacrament of Confirmation for those in Year
& and above

For those in the parishes of St Joseph's Sale and Holy Family, Sale
Moor

CONFIRMATION

Confirmation will ]'Eake place on 17™ May 2024, which
will be the 140™ Anniversary of the iaying of the
P

foundation stone at St. Ilnse h’s.

Forms are available in the sacristy for anvone in Year 8
and above wishing to be confirmed hext year.
The Confirmation Programme will begin in the New
Year & registration must be received before the

"~ programme begins.

For those in the parishes of All Saints, Ashton-On-Mersey, St
Margaret Ward, Sale and Our Lady of Lourdes Partington

CONFIRMATION 2024

Confirmation will take place on Wednesday 24th April at 7.00pm.
Registration forms now available in both sacristy's at Our Lady of Lourdes
and All Saints. Any teenager baptised from year 8 above may enter this
journey. This will begin in January. So, Please take a form and return as
soon as possible.

=

[Further information please see Mr Fishwick (Mrlishwick@bthec.org.uk)




Coping at Christmas

COPING AT CHRISTMAS

Christmas can be tough. That’s why it's important to know

there’s always someone you can talk to.

shout
Fmind D

o 03001233393  J Text SHOUTto 85258 J 116123
© Helpline O 24/7 text service 0 24/7 helpline
¥ mind.org.uk & giveusashout.org % samaritans.org

MiINDS m B PAPYRUS

o TextYMto 85258 ~ 0B0O0D 58 58 58 ~ O0B00 068 4141
0 24/7 text service (1] Helpline for men © Under 355 Helpline
¥ youngminds.org.uk & thecalmzone.net & papyrus-uk.org




[gle

O
O
(@
<

ueds adlApe
pue djay 104

iy
S
e 3

5

sjooyds

03¢

SON'WINNOA

£1e2.48 [99] 31 JUS20(]
"ABPO] 35]9 BUOBWOS
10} 221U Sulaulos og

ssaupupy
Jo e wopuey g

anIsod T

AVOI4

00L6E07S 3 8969TOT S13quinu AJLtey3 paa1si83y 'SPUIWBUNOA £20Z O

‘2150 InNo Lo

uoIssas J23UIM
9jo0s-j|ss €1 SpPIMPIOM Z1T

[Pue oa
INQY, S

A
pied sewisiuayD
aAljeuI) Y /£

D83 JO
o) uo sspR. L MEIC]

uewmous
apniiesn 0f

AVOSHNHL

uleyd saded uoljels
o yaaas é6¢ 9Al}Isod 8¢ uonewayly ¢

AVASINGIM AVasanl AVONON

")jea.4q J93UIM 33 0} UMOP JUNOD NOA Se Suiaqj|aM INOoA Ja3je SujooT]

Y $202 Iopuajo] buiagjjapy spulbunoj ayj




..aag%__‘.____ﬁ,_.s: i}

——

. .»..EE .;:.::.L.:.,,_.

BT

i@ﬁ:.:.%ﬁ.#

§ad .1...1-|I..-.rlkiu.m1Hﬁl.
J.F-.J._.‘ HITT ...__...._.4.“......1_- ;__.

; il AL

._: F__.._...___; .T..._n_. AR
...”ilﬂ.u.p ..__.l_._...__E__.t_

e el
af e

d

.............. . ==

| f.ég,_,__ag_,.g.

s |1la|-|..-..ll.r..-=.- i

".. .-|._..-J.._. -”._.J. .5* ﬂ_ -.:.J.J- 1

‘i WL

R .p...r..-r:.: 1h=y

5> b

ey r———

éw._,ﬂ_at_a _,__”..__

The Vineyar

peace that the world cannot give, the peace that God the Father has
bestowed on humanity by sending his Son into the world.
Pope Francis, Urbi et Orbi, 25 December 2022

Brothers and sisters, let us turn our eyes to Bethlehem, and listen to the
first faint cries of the Prince of Peace. For truly Jesus is our peace. The


https://www.stvincentsaltrincham.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/THE-VINEYARD-CHRISTMAS-2023-2.pdf
https://www.stvincentsaltrincham.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/THE-VINEYARD-CHRISTMAS-2023-2.pdf

8/01/24- Stand against violence. - Year 12 visit

SAV works with the age groups most at risk of being a victim or perpetrator of
violence thorough educational establishments, youth offending teams, pupil
referral units, prisons, and other youth settings.

We offer workshops covering ages 5-25 years taking a holistic and inclusive
approach to violence prevention incorporating:

Violence Awareness and prevention (including weapons crime)

15/01/2023 - Kooth Mental Health - Year 13 visit

Kooth is the longest established digital mental health provider in the UK and
the market leader in Digital Mental health.

1 in 5 children and young people suffer from mental health iliness in any
given year. At Kooth, they believe every young person has the right to thrive
and to access high quality mental health care.

Kooth.com is commissioned both in the UK and the US. In the UK: The NHS,
Local Authorities, charities and businesses have access o anonymous and
personalised mental health support for Children and Young People. With
over 1.3m logins per year, they provide end to end support whatever the
need.



https://anti-bullyingalliance.org.uk/sites/default/files/uploads/attachments/Anti-Bullying%20Week%202023%20-%20Parent%20Pack%20FINAL.pdf

The True Life Conference is a collaboration with Altrincham Grammar
School for Girls, and we welcomed over sixty students and staff to attend
the conference. It is focused on Sixth Form social science students, and it is
delivered by ex offenders who explore issues such as the aims of the
penal system in the UK. As the title of the conference suggests, we are
presented with the actual experiences of individuals who have
committed a variety of offences in the past, and the impact of these
convictions on their lives. Students are invited to ask any questions they
want throughout each presentation, and we were proud o withess the
thoughtful reflections that our young people shared in response to the
sometimes quite harrowing accounts of the presenters lives.

As a Catholic
community, at the
heart of what we
teach are concepts of
forgiveness and
redemption. Today,
our students were
invited to consider
whether in ‘true life’
cases, this is a reality.
We will be following
up in lesson to explore
the key themes raised
by the conference,
and we sincerely
appreciate the role
that parents and
students offered in
supporting the second
year that we have
been able to offer this
extracurricular activity.




[ Important Notices J

Lost Property will be on display in the hall for the
final two weeks of the term. Parents can come into
school any night after 4pm to look through items.

Items not collected by 21st December will be
donated to a local clothing collection.
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6. TURN OFF NOTIFICATIONS

It zounds obvious, but
turning off emall r.md npp

" FUN (HONEST)

O, no ane Wants o re) notificotions can YU maore
n-fthut incldent when your contrel of yourr atlnn!.h] with
ngast had to pay tripbe rent an technology. Gettin habit
gl‘ulr. but going back to basics of checking your nn& parln:lh:nl-,,r -
a card or board game con be a rather than reacting every time o
tantastic bonding experience. Choose |7 notificotion arrves - helps you to stay
a game that even the ngest L present in the moment.

members of r farmily can enjo
undhﬂmuhﬁnmtlach hvretlm oy

.
1.FEED THE BIRDS -

2. MAKE YOUR OWN

Food"s hard to come |
mnnﬂs wildlife in winter, soh J j i
' * 1 “’EE?.”EJ"“““?"“:E:H “

wor reason to pu n those
Spending time on arts and "‘} = devices ond reconnect with nature, |
E':ﬁ;:.? LB TON Wanle v Fill @ bird feader in the garden or toke
offline. Making your own Christmos
decorations as a fomily can become

a wholesome tradition ond leave you
with some treasurad rrmrnanlns.tuu.

a snack for the ducks in your local
park {but ditch the bread in fovourof  *
oats, rice or birdseed l}‘

8. SET DAILY LIMITS

Many opps and devices let
Enu sot reminders to let you
now how long you've used
them for that day, smlnqmuily
lirnits Puts you firmly in of
your time and will I'mlp to m:-urw you
don't miss out on any family
Christmas memores becalse you're
engrossed in your phone or laptop.

i 9.GETON YOURBIKE * 3+
CoMcHR s o ans ter ([

excellent way to burn off =
sorme of those Yuletide calories while

?hrlng your brain and eyes o break
rom screen-based activity. Physical

axertion also hars reduce unxiﬂl‘y‘ and
releases andorphins which can

improve your sense of wellbeing,

-

10. MAKE TIME FOR
YOURSELF

There can be a lot of
rms:um to meat up with
riends, moke video calls ond
check in with people ot Christmas -
but remember that you need time to
relax o5 well. Don't fesl guilty about
not replyi w messages and emdils
immediately — the holiday is your
chanca to dmp down a gear or two,

3.GO FOR A WINTER WALK

Not much beats wro up ¥
warm on a crisp n..:f?'n"“ g % &

day mdmtﬂnau stroll. Whether
alone or with the family, o walk Is
a fantastic wuzftocmr your hm &

and relish the break from hectic
normal lite, As an extra lestive
treat, why not make o flask of hot
chocolate to toke with you? g &

Mot all Christmas cooking
has te be o stressiul chore
that's timed with military
?rtclthn Baking some simple
stive treats like cookies doesn't
have to take hours - and will make
sure you're stocked up on tasty
things to offer any friends or family
mambers who pop round,

S. READ A FAMILY %
STORY TOGETHER

Turn story time into an event.

Make the living room or bedroom
into o tech-free space, light some
condles, make some hot drinks and
reach for a classic Christmas tale. it's
a fantastic way to relax before bad,
and the rlgih will halp to tthu
whaole family into the festive spl

7~ Un o S lSafety
f . #WakeUpwednesdaa
s

@ www.nationalonlinesafety.com ’@natﬂnllnesafew n [MationalOnlineSafety @ @nationalonlinesafety
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-—CHRISTMAS
—=—FUNRUN

~WEDNESDAY 27TH DECEMBER
PLEASE REGISTER FROM 10AM FOR AN 11AM RUN!

RUN, WALK OR HHEEL
3K OR 5K

With family and friends at
Middlewood Way, Viaduct
next to St Gregory's Church,
Bollington, Macclesfield,

SK10 5R

CASH ACCEPTED @\
CONTACTLESS AVAILABLE ko

We rely heavily on your support to make this event a success.

Please sign up and gather sponsorship to raise much needed funds by
scanning the QR code below, or visit hitps://cafod.org.uk/christmasfunrun
Contact shrewsburyecafod.org.uk for a sponsor form. Can’'t make it on
the day? Don't miss out, join in virtually wherever you are!

Charity number 1160384
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O God of Peace, come~
Form us info your Peace-
makers. Enable us to
look within ourselves, to
make straight our
crooked hearts, to
patiently and lovingly
await changes in
ourselves and ofhers. As
you gather us tenderly,
and hold us close, may
we also show that same
compassion to the
world. Fill our hearts with
your peace, and our
lves with your love, that
these may flow from our
lves and info our world.

We ask this through
Christ, our Savior and our
peace, Amen




